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This report follows a visit to the villages in December 2016.  This Global Grant was a collaborative application 

principally between the Rotary Clubs of Melbourne South and Brighton together with the involvement of the Rotary 

Clubs of Carlton, Malvern, Echuca Moama, Woodend, St Kilda and Kyneton.  Several of these Clubs have 

subsequently provided funds for other activities covered in this report.  

Other District 9800 Clubs including Wyndham, Baden Powel College Interact and Chadstone East Malvern have 

contributed to other projects in the Villages and elsewhere in Cambodia 

The villages when initially visited by World of Difference in 2010 were devastated by drought and the people were 

starving and suffering multiple infectious diseases.  Initially, support was provided by Melbourne South together 

with District International Grants providing dams for water and emergency food supplies.  A school was built to 

educate the 500 children from surrounding villages. Prior to this most did not attend school because of the 15 -20 

km distance from home. 

WATER 

The largest portion of the Global Grant was the provision of water wells by the Rotary Club of Brighton.  These wells 

collected rain water from the roofs of houses. 

The wells inspected showed clean water but some require minor repairs mainly replacing of wire netting used to 

filter leaves and twigs and in several repairs to the covers are required. Pipes from the three tanks beside the school 

need leaks repaired 

Both dams were in use, the dam in Bosala was around 70% full.  A solar pump has been installed in Bosala to allow 

filling of tank over school toilets and to provide irrigation to family vegetable patches nearby. 

The dam in Kroa Boa is full and used for fish and the water for pigs 
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PIG FARMING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pigs have been introduced into Kroa Boa to a limited number of families based on an ability to look after the pigs and 

a willingness to share the profits (piglets) with the rest of the community and to also to fund ongoing care.  As the 

number of pigs increases biogas production will be introduced 

As with all Projects, managing the transition from a “hand out” to a “hand up” mentality requires care, particularly 

when the initial exposure to Rotary involves provision of emergency food and basic support.  Sustainability is 

important in a Community with a limited concept of “saving for a rainy day” and to cover ongoing costs of repairs or 

replacement of equipment 

EDUCATION 

Approximately 300 children are enrolled.  Enrolment has peaked at 800 but was restricted to 500 because of 

infrastructure.  Enrolments this year were limited by a prolonged wet season which cut off road access between Kroa 

Boa and Bosala 

One of the limitations to children attending school was a river that separated most of the children from the school.  

For several months during and following the wet season this was a fast-flowing river.  After several years of planning 

and with the financial aid of several Clubs and individuals a simple suspension bridge was constructed sufficient to 

allow pedestrian crossing of the river (unless the roads were flooded).  This bridge also allows easy access to fields 

on both sides.   
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EDUCATION (ctd) 

The School currently has 5 classrooms as well as a Library and Teachers room in an adjacent building.  Solar power 

has been provided as part of the Global Grant for computers which will be upgraded with the donations of laptops 

sourced by the Rotary Club of Wyndham.  The teachers have been at the school for some time because of salary 

payments slightly more than is provided at a Government school. 

TEACHER TRAINING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Global Grant has been obtaining to fund a Vocational Training Team of Teachers this year and next.  All Teachers 

from the School attended this training as did over 90 teachers from the region. 

WHERE TO FROM HERE? 

This Project would not be possible but for the untiring work of Rithy who at his own expense travels 6 hours each 

way (often weekly) from his home in Siem Reap to the Villages to teach the community about agriculture, pigs and 

how to care for themselves.   

There is a marked difference between the two villages – Kroa Boa are far more self-sufficient and capable of looking 

after themselves; Bosala still have the handout mentality.  There are many reason for this including strong leadership 

in Kroa Boa and the capacity of the smaller community in Bosala.  With the school is in Bosala it is possible that a 

handout mentality has been fostered as this is where World of Difference Tours distribute donations, school 

uniforms and bicycles to children from both villages. 

Thanks also for the support of the Rotary Club of Phnom Penh for advice and assistance. 

FUTURE GLOBAL GRANT SPENDING 

A progress report has been submitted and a final payment due soon.  This is expected to result in approximately 

$US15,000 remaining.  After consultation between Rithy, the international and host Clubs the plan will include a 

further solar pump near the river which should allow land on both sides to be irrigated to provide food for sale at 

local markets.  Further construction of pig pens and supply of pigs to both villages are important also for self-

sustainability. 

There is also the possibility of renovating the multipurpose building (by removal of internal walls) to provide a 

kindergarten 
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